 INTERNATIONAL HONORARY CHAIR in support of the EU Strategy for Danube Region - EUSDR Initiative of the "Integrated Development: Danube - Black Sea" Action Group Associated Partner: Romanian Academy Coordinator: EUROLINK-House of Europe Foundation Honorary President: H E Ambassador Liviu BOTA "Romania needs to regain its worthy place among the world's nations, as well-respected partner in the European Union"(the Programme of Governance of the Romanian Government 2013-2016) The International Honorary Chair in support of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (CIO-SUERD) was founded under the presidency of Honorary President, H E Mr Ambassador Liviu Bota, former Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations, in partnership with the Romanian Academy and with kind support from the Office of the National Coordinator for EUSDR - Ministry of Foreign Affairs Office, coordinated by H E Plenipotentiary Minister Mrs Brandusa PREDESCU The initiative is coordinated by "Danube-Black Sea" Technical Working Group within EUROLINK-House of Europe Foundation, as promoter - due to its wide experience gained in European and international projects for almost 15 years In the early stage of this initiative, we were highly interested to create a better inter-communication, promoting and lobbying for projects in partnership at the confluence of the Danube and Black Sea Basin, in which Romania is really privileged to have a key role in terms of geo-economic, strategic and cultural perspective This was possible with the support of the European Commission in May 2011, when it was launched the "Black Sea - Danube Regional Network for Social and Economic Innovation", as the first public-private partnership for initiatives and projects in this geo-economic area From then on, we tried to create flexible and dynamic networks, partnerships and strategic involvements in various thematic areas of common interests across entire Europe, through International Network Memberships such as: * The Social Innovation Europe Initiative - "The European hub for Social Innovation" Coordinator: Filippo ADDARII - EUCLID Network (London) * Anna Lindh Foundation (EuroMed Programme) Network - ALF Romania - Head of Network: Cosmin Dugan - Black Sea University Foundation * The FuturICT Knowledge Accelerator - Scientific Coordinator: Prof Dr Dirk Helbing, ETH Zurich, Coordinator: Prof Steven Bishop, UCL, UK * EU Strategy for the Danube Region, internet communication platform coordinated by INTERACT (Vienna), under the aegis of European Commission Hence, it was developed the "Integrated Development: Danube-Black Sea Action Group", which co-operates more closely with members of the Consultative Council of the EU-Strategy for the Danube Region, under the coordination of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs At the Senate headquarters, in the presence of the Minister of Education, Research, Youth and Sports and of the High Representative of the EU Presidency in September 2012, was launched the International Honorary Chair in support of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (CIO-SUERD) Following the meeting, participants from 20 counties joined National Network of Promoters, Facilitators and Experts for the implementation of EUSDR in Romania and cross-border context The level of academic degrees and scientific expertise and practice that CIO-SUERD programme wants to aggregate and interconnect in the future is proven by the support and involvement from official personalities such as: • E S Ambassador Liviu BOTA, Honorary President • Jurgen REIZNER - Consultant Netwotk Steinbeis Transfer (Germany) • Gabor HUNYA - Institute for International Economic Studies, Vienna (Austria) • Erich WENDL - Secretary General of the European Academy of Vienna (Austria) • Jamil BENABDALLAH - Senior Consultant, Detente Consultants (France) • Academician Cristian HERA - Vice President of the Romanian Academy • Univ Dr Alexandru T BOGDAN - Member of the Romanian Academy • Univ Dr Ecaterina ANDRONESCU - President of the National Council of Rectors • Brandusa PREDESCU - National Coordinator of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) • Dr Rolanda PREDESCU - Director, National Authority for Scientific Research (ANCS) It's worth mentioning the events, meetings and actions taken to present time: > two editions of "European Maritime Day" Forum; > Gala Ceremonies for "Personality of the Year for a European Romania"and "Romanian Business Champions"; > a new edition of the "School of European Money"; > Official launching of the International Honorary Chair (CIO-SUERD) and the National Network PROFEX, followed by the first Empowering Practice, Training and Lobby Session, organized under the aegies of CIO-SUERD; > Partnerships and training sessions with support of Danubius University of Galati, University Valahia of Targoviste, the Union of Architects of Romania, University of Craiova, the "Petru Maior" University of Targu Mures, Center of Studies and Researches for Agrosilvical Biodiversity "Acad David Davidescu"; > Post-graduate online course dedicated to Experts and Consultants on Danube Projects for interdisciplinary training, in partnership with the Romanian Academy; > Official launching of the Danube Region Stakeholders Club at the Romanian Banking Institute On the occasion of the official launch of the Club, in the presence of the High Representative of the EU Presidency and the EUSDR National Coordinator, a supporting body of Special Ambassadors for Danube Region was elected, available to the European institutions and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to dynamize interaction and pragmatic networking of major stakeholders in the region, investors and beneficiaries of recent socio-economic relaunch expected by EUSDR: HRH Prince Radu of Romania, Academician Mugur Isarescu, BNR Governor, Prof Univ Dr Cristian HERA, Vice President of the Romanian Academy, Prof Univ Dr Ecaterina ANDRONESCU, President of the National Council of Rectors and Politehnica University of Bucharest, Prof Univ Dr Carmen Costea, ProRector of Spiru Haret University, Prof Univ Dr Nicholas ROBU, Mayor of Timisoara, Aurel DIMITRIU, Mayor of Sulina county, Petra SZAVICS, expert in EU projects, Mihaela MIHAI, musician, Gabriel ROCEANU, CEO Karl Rhein Romania, Jurgen RAIZNER, Steinbeis Foundation Representative and Head of Communication and International Relations within EUSDR Consultative Council Extended perspective of future projects within CIO-SUERD aims above all to achieve three research and innovation goals of great importance, as follows: 1) conceptual and practical approach to a wiser planning of "spatial change" for EUSDR implementation in Romania; 2) effective cooperation and mobilization of key actors in the elaboration and drafting EUSDR projects; 3) harmonization of objectives for implementation of a unified, adapted and well-defined concept regarding Danube projects In 2013, we will focus our expertise on the following objectives: 1 Recollection of the most solid and realistic projects for recommendations to EUSDR Consultative Council to the encharged ministries for the 11 priority areas of the Strategy, and to the European Commission; 2 Reuniting of compact group of high level quality experts to be put at the disposal of authorities responsible for EU funds and EUSDR 3 Managing and updating the web site of the International Honorary Chair in view of converting in a nodal point of useful information and exchange of experience, connected to the INTERACT Platform (Vienna), supported by the EC; 4 Continuation in organising inter-active sessions of training as a simulation laboratory and of generation of new projects for regional and professional communities; 5 Re-editing of a trilingual and commented version of "Book of Danube" by Jean Bart; 6 Deploying the meetings and debates of the Danube Region Stakeholders Club each two months, in partnership with the Romanian Academy, the National Bank of Romania (BNR) and of the support of the Royal House of Romania order to intensify and the institutional pro-Danubian lobby Permanent Media Partners: Finantare ro, CalendarEvenimente ro, CaleaEuropeana ro, Comunicatii Mobile, SmartFinancial ro, NewsChannel ro, Tribuna Economica, Economie si Administratie Locala, Euroconsultanta-Ghidul Firmei, ClubAfaceri ro, BrandInfo ro, GhiseulBancar ro, PRwave ro, ComunicateMedia ro, "EU-RO Clearing Funds" Links: The official website of the House of Europe: http://www houseofeurope ro Supporters Club Danube Region: http://www houseofeurope ro/Club-Dunare html International Honorary Chair of EUSDR: http://www houseofeurope ro/SUERD/index html FuturICT Bucharest - Romania: http://www houseofeurope ro/FuturICT html "Black Sea - Danube Regional Network" http://www houseofeurope ro/Network html Contact: Technical Secretariat - c/o EUROLINK-House of Europe Tel / Fax: 021 2304997 e-mail: info@houseofeurope ro, web: www HouseofEurope ro 2 EUROLINK-House of Europe Address: Floreasca District, 9 Cap Ghe Bulugea, sector 2, Bucharest - ROMANIA Phone/fax: (+4021) 230 49 97; e-mail: info@houseofeurope ro ; web: www HouseofEurope ro 